
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF GREAT AND LITTLE PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL, HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 24 JULY 2013, IN THE ELDERS COMMUNITY CENTRE, ST AIDANS                             
                                               ESTATE AT 1830hrs 

============================================= 
                                                                                              
Members Present:    
Cllrs Wallace, Dickinson, Bath, Beaty.  Also present was the Clerk. 
 
1.CHAIRMANS WELCOME TO NEW COUNCILLORS AND OPEN MEETING 

 
Chairman welcomed new councillors and opened the meeting at 1837 
 
2.TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES   
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Crossley, Webster and Taylor. 
 
3. LATE ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA - To identify items which have been admitted to the 
agenda by the Chair for consideration. 
 

Playground inspection had been carried out by IPI at a cost of £50 plus £10 vat, total £60. 

 

4.TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
To disclose or draw attention to any disclosable pecuniary interests for the purposes of 
Section 31 of the Localism Act 2011 and paragraphs 11 – 13 of the Members’ Code of 
Conduct.  
 
There were no declarations of Interest. 
 
5.OPEN SESSION- members of the public may raise any matters concerning the Parish 
 
As no members of the public were present, there was nothing to discuss. 
 
6:1)TO CONFIRM the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 29 May 2013.   
The Minutes were accepted as a true record. 
    
6:2 TO CONFIRM the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 29 May 2013. 
Item 14a should read 'sign etc before the next meeting' 
After correction the minutes were accepted as a true record. 
 
7:1 MATTERS ARISING  from the APCM minutes of  29 May 2013.  –  information only 
7:2 MATTERS ARISING  from the PCM minutes of  29 May 2013.  –  information only 
 
8.VILLAGE HALL 
a) To receive report of Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC) meeting. 
Due to illness and holiday commitments, no VHMC meeting had taken place. 
  
 



b) To consider VHMC response to request for a date for next joint meeting. 
Due to other commitments with both parties, a meeting has still to be arranged to draw up 
responsibility agreement. 
 
9.  ESTATES and PLAYGROUNDS  
9:1) Glencoe.    
 a) To receive reports. 
Grass on the slope has been cut and the shrub bed has been cleared. 
 
9:2)) St. Aidans.  
a) To receive reports.  
The weed-filled bed outside the Elders has been cut. 
The Goal posts at the play area have been painted, but not satisfactorily.  Mr Taylor is 
supposed to rectify, but has not done so as yet.  Payment withheld. 
½  yearly engineering inspection of the playground and equipment was done on the 25th 
June.  Report received, no serious defects. 
Proposed and approved payment of the inspection £50 plus £10 vat, total £60  
10. COUNCIL WEBSITE   
a) To receive updates.  
As the Administrator was not present, there was nothing to report. 
It was disappointing that not one person attending the Housing drop-in said they had found 
out about the event via the web site. It has been suggested that the Parish Council should 
place the Web address on all notices etc. in an attempt to promote the site more. 
 
11.SWILLINGTON EDUCATIONAL CHARITY 
a) To receive Trustees report of meetings with Swillington Educational Charity.  
 
A  developer has come forward with plans to retain the old buildings and turn them into two 
family homes. 
A site meeting is arranged with planners for Friday 26 July. 
Trustees meeting held on 4 July.  Copy of minutes attached to May PC Minutes. 
 
12)HIGHWAY MATTERS – 
a) To receive report of any incidents at Junior School.  
There is still no progress on new scheme outside the Junior school. 
 
b) To consider response from Highways on outstanding issues. 
The sign is still to be erected at the end of Whitehouse Avenue/Wakefield Road. 
 
13) TO CONSIDER PLANNING MATTERS –  
a) 11/01713 Kensington Place (Hollinhurst).  Update.  
Construction is progressing.  Allerton Bywater PC has had several complaints from house 
owners on George Street regarding anti-social behaviour from occupants of the social 
housing block.  
 
Complaint received via website regarding a large planter blocking the footpath and an 
overgrown hedge near the allotments entrance on Leeds Road, Hollinhurst.  This matter 
was passed on to Chairman of Allerton Bywater PC.  He says the site manager is 
arranging for the planter to be moved. 
   
 
 



b) 10/01412 Biffa Site. Update.  
There has been no change. 
 
The total capacity of these sites (209) have been deducted off the overall number of 
houses required in the site allocations Plan. 
  
c) 13/03066 The Poplars, Goody Cross Lane. First Floor extension & window. 
It was agreed that this item be monitored. 
 
d) To receive update Site Allocations Drop – in event and PC response 
The Chairman attended the Drop-in event at Garforth and collected all the information from 
LCC. 
Our own drop-in event was held in the Village Hall on July 13 and was well attended and 
favourably received.  The Parish Council would like to thank all those who took the time to 
call in. 
Members of the public from Swillington, Kippax and Allerton Bywater also attended. 
Feed back was encouraging and over 100 signed the agreement with the Parish Councils 
response to the Consultation. 
The Chairman and Vice Chairman would personally like to thank all three new members 
for their assistance, it was good to see them step forward and take the lead.  A sign of 
things to come. 
Thanks must also go to Gwenne and Jenny, who kept us and the public fed and watered. 
Last, but not least, Marjorie and Tracy at the Post Office, for promoting the event, handing 
out the information and managing the response form signing in the shop. 
The completed response forms, the PC response and signatures will be handed over on 
Friday July 26 at the Leonardo Building in Leeds at 1.30 pm. 
 
14) NEW AGENDA ITEMS. 
a) To consider possibility of taking over allotment management from LCC 
Cllr Wallace is to attend a meeting with Allotment holders, to discuss rent increases and 
other issues. 
Depending on PC agreement, we would look into taking over the management of the plots 
from LCC on condition the site is left in an acceptable condition, i.e., cleared and unused 
plots marked out. 
It was explained to the group that the management would have to be a sub-committee of 
the PC and run in accordance with the law of local government.  This would be explained 
further at a later date, depending on the outcome of any agreement with LCC. 
Initial contact has been made with Lynne Rogers of LCC, who informed us that the whole 
allotment issue was being reviewed and at the moment was in the hands of the legal 
department.  The Town and Parish Councillors would be contacted in the near future. 
 
To receive update from Clerk on information from HMRC on registration of PC as an 
employer. 
This to be reported on at the next meeting. 
 
c)  To consider campaign for higher broadband speed 
It was proposed and agreed to promote the information for faster broadband as per 
information received below:- 
Thank you for your email and apologies for the late reply.  I returned from leave late last 
week and am catching up now.  The information you provided is very useful in mapping 
broadband issues around the district, thank you for that. 
 



As you are aware, we are in receipt of BDUK funding in West Yorkshire and we are 
currently in the middle of the procurement process.  We won’t know which areas will 
benefit until we have completed this process and know where is feasible and where isn’t 
(we are trying to get the very best solution for as many residents as possible).  However 
within the tender our main objective is to achieve 90% superfast broadband across West 
Yorkshire with the rest of the county receiving a minimum of 2mbps, we would therefore 
hope that you would have some form of upgrade to your current low speeds.  We also 
won’t know the timescales or when areas will be upgraded until we have completed the 
procurement.  I realise this is frustrating to not be able to answer more fully, but I hope you 
will appreciate that this period is a sensitive one.  You can access more information and 
indeed register your interest in broadband at the website 
www.superfastwestyorkshire.co.uk  
 
15) ENVIRONMENT 
a) In Bloom.   To receive report of litter pick and Summer judging. 
The In Bloom judging date was changed from July 2 to July 17, hence the litter pick was 
changed to July 14. 
Litter Pick 
Around 20 volunteers turned up on July 14.  Thanks to everyone, it was good to see some 
new faces.  Thanks also to the ladies who prepared lunch afterwards. 
Judging 
Judging took place on July 17. The Parish looked well and we can honestly say whatever 
award is given, it was earned, not bought. The displays are there all year round, not just 
for the judges visit and this is due to Bloom group's dedication and hard work. 
  
b) Peasecroft Wood. To receive report    
There was nothing to report. 
  
c) St. Aidans Country Park. To receive report from meetings.   
Cllr Wallace attended St Aidans Liaison Committee meeting on July 16. 
Car Park and Visitors centre are closed due to legal reasons.  Lease between Harworth 
Estates (Coal Authority) has not been signed.  They were originally opened on a verbal 
agreement, that the lease would be written up. This has not been done and due to the 
recent announcements about the Coal Authority, the RSPB withdrew until the written lease 
was produced. 
The designated footpaths and new numbers have now become legal, but all we have is 
notification.  Max Rathmell from LCC will request new maps as soon as possible. 
   
d) To receive report on Preston Lane Parish field. 
The saga goes on.  New low level gate has been fitted.  The horse owner in an adjacent 
field proceeded to put barbed wire across.  This was removed  and the wooden gate posts 
and stile removed, leaving open pedestrian access.  The horse owner then put barbed 
wire across the pedestrian opening.  This was immediately removed. 
Since then the fence dividing the Parish Field and the Private field has been repaired, 
leaving an offset gap for walkers that horses cannot get through.  There have been no 
further problems for the past two weeks. 
The wooden gate has been refitted on the football field entrance on Berry Lane. 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.superfastwestyorkshire.co.uk/


e) To consider S106 Greenspace projects and proposed meeting 
Fleakingley Parish Field 
Cllr Wallace met with Vicky Nunns, John Cummings an other regarding wild flower 
meadow and Peasecroft Wood. 
Groundwork trust are willing to arrange for a Landscape Architect to draw up plans for the 
field and part fund the cost.  The make up would be £250, which the Parish Council would 
have to pay. 
Letter attached to the Minutes. 
It was proposed and agreed the cost of £250.  In Bloom to be contacted, regarding 
possibility of a contribution towards the cost. 
Elaine Hill and Emma were to look into a management plan for Peasecroft. 
Vicky Nunns said due to the pressure of In Bloom and Britain in Bloom work, nothing more 
could be done until after the judging. 
   
16) FINANCE:  
16:1 To recommend payment of Clerks Salary and expenses June £171.38,..July £175.18 
Salary June                                     160.00 
Stationery etc.                                     7.75 
Telephone calls                                   0.00 
Postage stamps                                  2.31 
Travel expenses                                 1.32 
Total                                              £171.38      
 
Salary July                                      160.00 
Stationery etc.                                   11.94 
Telephone Calls                                  0.00 
Postage stamps                                  1.70 
Travel expenses                                 1.54 
Total                                               £175.18  
b)  Re fit Preston Lane Parish field gate to football field £50. 00  A. Fox 
c)  Drop – in event and litter pick provisions £64. 62 
d)  Contribution to landscape architect design of wildflower meadow £250. 00. 
e)  Web site rental 2 years £126. 21  
f)   IPI Playground Inspection. £50 plus vat £10, Total £60.00 
  

16:2  To consider estimated Precept spending. Report attached to May minutes 
 

16:3 To receive update from Clerk on VAT reclaim backlog. 
Two Vat amounts have been claimed:-  £430.70 and £1267.02, bringing all payments up to 
date.   
 

17. PUBLICATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE –  Clerk to inform meeting. 
a)  CPRE Newsletter. 
b)  YLCA Information. 
c)   Clerks and Councils Direct. 
d)   St Gemmas, letter plus posters for notice boards. 
 
18. TRAINING COURSES 
 To consider Parish and Town Council Seminar Friday September 06 
After discussion four members showed an interest in attending.  
 
19. MATTERS TO REPORT: (formerly Any Other Business). 



There were no matters to report. 
  
 

20. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.   August meeting will replace cancelled June meeting.  
This will take place on Wednesday August 28 at 1830hrs.      
ITEMS FOR AGENDA TO BE WITH THE CLERK 7 DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING  
 
 
Meeting closed at 20.30 hrs 
 
 
 
Chair……………………………………                            Date ………………………….   
 
 
 
 
                                                          ACCOUNTS 
 
 
Balance @ 13/7/13 
Current A/C                                            2193.98 
Business money man. A/C                    5798.26  
                                                              7992.24 
- unpresented cheques                           206.16                                            7786.08 
July expenditure 
Clerks Salary                                           175.18 
Local Councils Admin.                               60.00 
Litter pick/drop-in expenses                      64.62 
                                                               -299.80 
Estimated projected and allocated expenditure to 31.3.14 
Clerks Salary                                          1280.00 
External Audit                                           155.00 
Internal Audit                                              50.00 
A/Bywater Church Committee                  150.00 
Bowers Mission                                        150.00 
Christmas tree event.                                 50.00  
Remembrance day wreath.                        25.00 
Playground Inspection                               60.00 
Admin. Expenses                                     200.00  

- £2120.00   
 
Grant from LCC, to be held over.       - £1070.00   
 
Estimated surplus to year end 31.3.14        £4296.28  
    


