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2012 has been a difficult year for the Parish Council with three 
Councillors resigning leaving only four members. The Council 
require three members to form a quorum to hold a meeting. One 
meeting had to be re scheduled due to lack of attendance. If the 
situation does not improve in 2013 the future of the Council is 
bleak. It would be a tragedy if the Council folded after almost 140 
years of service to the Parish. This year Leeds City Council is 
carrying out a Governance Review on all Parish Councils. They 
have the power to create, split, join Parish Councils and most 
importantly in our case disband the Council altogether. Since I 
took office in July 2012 we have made a lot of progress in 
bringing the Council into statutory compliance required of a 
public body. There is still a lot to do but unless things change I am 
not optimistic.

Our Agendas and Minutes now comply with legislation. The 
Agendas are displayed within the time frame required by law and 
are posted in nine locations together with a seperate large print 
notice advertising the next meeting.

Draft minutes are now produced and are available usually within 
14 days of the last meeting. Copies are available to read in the 
Village Hall, The Elders and the Post Office as well as posted on 
the Parish Council website. Electronic copies are available on 
request. The Village Hall Management Committee are provided 
with a copy.

All members have signed the new Code of Conduct and abide by 
the seven principles of public office. All pecuniary and other 
significant interests are recorded in the register held by the 
monitoring officer at Leeds City Council and can be viewed on the 
web site. 



Councillors are required to declare any other significant interest 
arising from agenda items at a meeting and will not take part in 
the debate or vote other than to answer questions from members. 

The Parish Council now has a three stage Complaints Procedure in 
place. This hopefully will be on our web site this year.

Council Tax
Parishioners may have noticed an increase in the precept levy 
(precept levy is the portion of your Council Tax which is paid to 
the Parish Council) has risen by 8% although the amount received 
by the Parish Council remained at £8500 as it has been for the last 
three years.
This was due to Leeds City Council reducing our Tax Base by 8% 
(494 to 454). This figure is determined by a long and complicated 
formula. Further information is available on request.
The Parish Council was not aware of this reduction when we 
requested the same precept as 2011 and 2012. Due to the deadlines 
imposed by LCC we were unable to hold another meeting in time 
to adjust our precept request. Which means a Band D householder 
will pay £18.72  in 2013/2014 towards the precept, an annual 
increase of £1.51 (3p a week) compared to 2012/2013. Bands A-C 
will pay less, bands E-H will pay more.

We later found out that we had been granted £1070 Council Tax 
relief, again too late to offset any charges for 2013/2014. 

Due to the uncertainty in current economic climate the Parish 
Council decided to hold this in reserve until 2014/15 as we do not 
know what surprises may be dropped on us next year. There is no 
guarantee that LCC will not reduce our Tax Base again or that 
there will be any grants from Central Government.



Village Hall
This still remains the largest recipient of precept money. As can be 
seen from the accounts over £5000 was spent in 2012/2013. £2010 
was capital expenditure for security cameras and associated 
equipment to Monitor the outside of the building 24hrs a day, a 
requirement of the insurance company after the previous year's 
claim. £380 went on repairs to porch roof and £870 to virtually 
install a new security lighting circuit around the building. 
The actual contribution to the annual management cost of the Hall 
was almost 24% of  past precepts.

A meeting was held with the Village Hall Management Committee 
to see how we could reduce the impact of the running costs on the 
precept. 

As the building is owned by the Parish Council it was agreed that 
the Buildings insurance around £1200 remained the responsibility 
of the Parish Council.

Certain proposals from the Parish Council were put forward which 
were  discussed at the April VHMC meeting. 

As a result of that meeting the committee agreed to ease the 
burden on the precept and resolved to pay the car park rental, 
which leased from the Coal Authority, the ADT fire and burglar 
alarm maintenance and the fire extinguisher checks which totals 
around £800 per annum. This would reduce the portion of precept 
contribution by 9.5%.

The Parish Council also proposed that Community Groups within 
the Parish were allowed to use the facility for fund raising 
functions without having to pay the hire charges profit making 
groups were charged. This proposal was rejected as it was thought 
it would cause a precedent. Instead the committee made a 
generous one of donation to the groups which will boost their 
fund-raising efforts.



There still is a difference of opinion on the responsibility of 
maintenance of the building.

These decisions will be discussed at the April meeting of the 
Parish Council and the VHCM will be informed of the outcome.

I hope in the future to have a closer working relationship with the 
VHMC which in the long run can only be of  greater benefit to the 
community of the Parish.

On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank all involved 
with the Hall most of whom give up their time voluntarily. Special 
thanks to Jim Wynn who works tirelessly to keep the grounds 
immaculate.

Old Infant School 
Nothing much to report. Workmen have been on site several times 
during the year to carry out repairs and ensure the building 
remains secure. The intentions of the owner are unchanged.

Community Groups 

Football and Cricket
Both the football and cricket clubs have benefited from generous 
contributions from Taylor Wimpey, the housing developer of the 
Hollinhurst site.
The firm also paid for the new fencing on Berry Lane. The 
football club management arranged the work. A letter of thanks 
was sent from the Parish Council.
Thanks must also go to the volunteers who run and manage the 
clubs. Football and cricket have been played in Great Preston for 
well over 100 years and is part of our heritage long may it 
continue.
We must not forget the support the clubs are given from the New 
Inn and the Social Club.



Although the teams have not had much success in recent times I 
am sure with the enthusiasm I have witnessed from the 'back room 
staff', the good times will return.
The Parish Council matched the funding from two of our Ward 
Members MICE money for the purchase of new nets and line 
marking equipment.

The Cricket Club recently held a clean up and litter pick around 
the ground ready for the new season. There is little respect shown 
by some dog walkers who continue to encircle the field and persist 
in allowing their dogs to foul the perimeter. There has to be a 
clean up around the boundary before every match. You know who 
you are. Spare a thought for players and take your **** home.

In Bloom Group
Again a massive thank you to all involved. 2012 was a terrible 
year weather wise but the group battled on and the displays were 
as good as ever. Pity we could not say the same about the grass 
cutting. However the group was awarded for their efforts with a 
Silver in the large village category by the Yorkshire in Bloom 
(YIB) judges.
In 2013 the group hope to open a new Village Walk starting at the 
Village Hall. Other projects include improving the hedgerow on 
Whitehouse Lane and producing a tea towel printed with a map of 
the Parish which will be sold to raise funds for future projects. The 
group would like to expand its activities, but unfortunately they 
are few in number and do a sterling job we cannot ask for more. It 
is hoped as in every year parishioners will come forward and offer 
their services for a few days a year.
500 Daffodil bulbs were planted along the beck at Glencoe and 
gave a good display in April.
The 2013 Spring judging was cancelled by YIB due to adverse 
weather conditions. But all the group still turned up on Easter 
Sunday to assist in the Parish Litter pick which again was very 
much appreciated.



Preston Players Community Wind Band 
The band is now in its third year, the players are committed and 
enthusiastic to be making music locally. The current membership 
is 14 with ages from 14 to those of a mature pension age.
The group rehearse every Thursday during term time from 7.30pm 
to 8.30pm in the Village Hall. New players with the appropriate 
level of ability, approx.Grade 3 are always welcome. Brass players 
would be particularly welcome.
The band operates to raise funds for CANdle Lighters, a childrens 
cancer charity based at the LGI.
Over the past 12 months the band has performed locally at the 
Primary School, the Village Hall and on a cold, wet and sleety 
evening in December played at the official lighting of the 
Christmas Tree. With true Great Preston spirit the band played on 
supported by many hardy local residents.
In the run up to Christmas the band played at Strike's Garden 
Centre and raised over £200 for the charity.
The next, not to be missed, performance is in the Village Hall on 
Saturday May 11 at 7.30pm. Admission is free and there will be a 
raffle and refreshments. Voluntary donations at the end of the 
concert for the benefit of the CANdle Lighters.

Bowers Allerton Mission
Several events were held throughout the year including the 
Harvest festival, Flower Festival, Christmas Bazaar and the ever 
popular two day Scarecrow Festival. Next one July 6th and 7th
The Parish Council donated £150 to assist with the upkeep of the 
Garden of Remembrance a similar sum was donated to Allerton 
Bywater Church for churchyard maintenance.

Christmas.
Depite the weather the inaugural Christmas Tree lights switch on 
event was well attended. A very big thankyou to all. Special 
thanks to the Preston Players, who risked damage to their 
expensive instruments and not to forget mine hosts at the New Inn 
for the much needed warming hospitality afterwards.



Planning
There are several Planning Applications currently in the system
11/01713. The housing development, Kensington Place, which is 
progressing at Hollinhurst.
10/01412. 78 homes to be built at Bowers Row on the Biffa site.
13/00261 Temporary RSPB visitors centre and car park for St. 
Aidans Nature Park.
The Parish Council has also received a notice of intent to extend 
Woodend Nurseries but as yet not received official notification of 
the planning application.

The Parish Council was successful in getting LCC and the 
developers to agree to the naming of the streets in the new 
Kensington Place development. In keeping with the local area and 
Jubilee year we first attempted to name the streets prefixed with 
King and Queen to tie in with the nearby King Edward estate but 
could not get permission from the Palace in time so we had to 
drop the King and Queen. The names agreed are:- George Street, 
Elizabeth Road, Charles Court, William Avenue, Jubilee Gardens. 
Only two properties front onto Queen Street so they will adopt the 
name, the block of four homes nearest the Mission Hall will be 
Chapel View and the two remaining blocks will be Burn Close and 
Clover Close adopting the 1874 names of the plots the estate is 
built on.
Although 25 of the 114 houses are within the Allerton Bywater 
Parish boundary all the addresses with carry a Great Preston, LS26 
8** postcode.

Another success was convincing Royal Mail and LCC that Queen 
Street and Bowers Row was not in Woodlesford. The residents of 
Queens Court would not accept the name Bowers Row as they had 
already been given a Great Preston address so a compromise was 
reached and now all the properties of Queens Street, Queens Court 
and Queens Close, the Chapel and prefabs now carry the post code 
of Great Preston LS26 8** which has now replaced Woodlesford 
on the Royal Mail PAF data base.



The new Queen Street, Bowers Row street signs will remain.

Negotiations are still going on regarding the street names of the 
proposed development of 78 houses on the land currently 
occupied by the  Biffa depot. This is the site of the original 
Bowers Row homes and we are determined to maintain our local 
heritage and hopefully the new names will reflect that.
We should in 2014 to make a determined effort to restore the name 
of Little Preston. The historical name which forms part of the 
Parish name disappeared from addresses on mail some years ago 
without  consultation and was replaced with Swillington. Little 
Preston should have its own identity it is a village in its own right.

In the longer term Leeds City Council has updated the 2009 
Strategic Housing Location Availability Assessment (SHLAA) 
which shows proposed available land within the Parish to build 
around 1500 new homes in the next 26 years.
The areas earmarked for potential development are Wood Lane , 
Berry Lane, Preston Lane, St Aidans and Station Road.
Some eligible Parishes and Town Councils are setting up 
neighbourhood plans and steering groups. Some communities are 
setting up their own groups. These groups cannot change the 
aspirations of Leeds City Council with respect to the number of 
homes designated for the area, they can only agree or agree to 
change the locations where the houses will be built within that 
area.
Unfortunately Great and Little Preston Parish Council is not 
classed as an eligible council. To qualify the council must show 
that 2/3 of its total members were elected, casual or co-opted 
members do not count, and the Clerk must have the required 
academic qualifications. We do not qualify on either count.
The Parish Council will, however, continuously monitor the 
progress of the Plan as it develops and contribute to consultations, 
meetings and forums to put forward any suggestions forthcoming 
from Parishioners.



This is just one area where our community would benefit from a 
strong Parish Council but unless we get the full compliment of pro 
active councillors we cannot move forward.

In view of current and future housing developments, and to help 
retain our identity, seven new village signs were purchased by the 
Council and sited 2 at Little Preston and 5 around Great Preston.

Highways
Flooding at the junction of Astley lane and Wood Lane has finally 
been sorted after almost a year of requests to LCC. A collapsed 
culvert was found and repaired. Two days work!
Problems still persist on Wood Lane now into the second year of 
reporting. Several LCC officers from different departments have 
visited and all agree there are problems.
The ditch between the two tracks at the top of Wood Lane has 
been cleared and has reduced the amount of surface water getting 
onto the lane but run off from land owned by Hirst's and Verity's is 
still bypassing the ditch. Blocked gully's have been pumped and 
jetted with no effect. Highways are aware.
Water breaking and lifting tarmac near entrance to Ponders Field. 
Yorkshire Water are aware.
Watch this space!!!.

Problems still persist with inconsiderate and illegal parking at the 
junior and infant school. The Village Hall car park is opened daily 
on school days but parents still refuse to use it. It is only a matter 
of time before there is a serious incident. The situation is 
constantly reported to LCC and a report was submitted in May 
2012 suggesting extending the double yellow lines past the 
nursery entrance and War Memorial. 

Follow up enquiries were made and on the April 19 I was 
informed the work is planned for 2013/2014 and the Parish 
Council will be involved in the consultation process, so we should 
receive details of the scheme in due course.



Extra signage and road markings at the junction of Whitehouse 
Lane and Wakefield Road a well documented accident black spot 
was approved in July 2012 at a cost of £7,500. The road markings 
are done and some new signs have been put up but the main high 
visibility signs are still be installed opposite the junction. 
Completion date was November 2012! 

Follow up enquiries were made on why the job was not finished 
and the reply on the April 19 was that there is a tree in the way, the 
forestry team have been too busy but the job should be completed 
in the next couple of weeks.

Environment
We must be wary of the devastating disease that is affecting the 
country's Ash trees Chalara fraxinea or Ash die back. It is a fungus 
which causes leaf loss and crown die back in affected trees, and it 
can lead to tree death. 
There has not been any reports in our area as yet but experts say 
the spread of the disease is inevitable. The Parish owned 
Peasecroft Wood consists of 90% Ash trees.
Information and reporting of the disease will be available shortly
on notice boards, the web site and also available on request.

There has been reports of illegal felling of trees for firewood. The 
incident occurred at the rear of the Village Hall in the Parish 
owned copse that the In Bloom team are making part of the 
Village Walk and naming Jubilee Wood. Seven trees, all healthy, 
mostly Silver Birch around 30 years old have been felled. The 
police and LCC have been informed. This is a criminal act. If 
witnesses come forward and name the culprit, LCC will prosecute.
ALL trees are protected and Peasecroft Wood is subject to a Tree 
Preservation Order which means any offender ignoring the Order 
face much higher penalties.

In view of the predicted Ash Die Back epidemic we should respect 
all trees.



 St. Aidans Nature Park.
The Parish Council is represented on the Liaison Committee and 
at the meeting on April 17 the RSPB informed us that the site 
would be officially opened on May 25 complete with visitors 
centre, refreshments, car parking and toilets. The site was 
supposed to open in 2007. Full details can be found on the RSPB-
St Aidans web site. The names of the lakes and reedbeds have 
been chosen to reflect the history of the site.

Extra Grit Bins 
Three grit bins have been purchased as we did not qualify under 
LCC points system for extra bins. They arrived too late for this 
winter so they are stored and will be sited, 2 on Valley Drive in 
St.Aidans and one at the entrance to the Glencoe estate before next 
winter.
Regular contact is kept with Aire Valley Homes and Parks and 
Countryside to insist St. Aidans and Glencoe are maintained as 
they should be. It is hard work!

Swillington Educational Charity 
The Parish Council provides one Nominated Trustee to the 
Charity. The Trustees, in their present form, have been active since 
August 2012 their aim is to try and save the original 1748 
Parochial School building. The building and school masters house 
has been neglected and abandoned by the previous administration. 
The buildings are not insurable and dilapidated.
Refurbishment was not an option due to cost and lack of funding
It looked as though the only option was to demolish but at the 
eleventh hour a developer came in with an offer to build on the 
site of the house and refurbish the school hall for community use. 
We have entered into an eight week exclusivity period to allow the 
builders to  survey, check with planning and highways as to the 
viability of the project. The subject is an agenda item at the 
monthly Parish Council meetings and progress is recorded and can 
be followed in the published minutes.



GOLDEN JUBILEE

The Parish has its very own celebration coming up. January 8 
2014 will mark 50 years to the day our very own golden girl, 
Marjorie, took over  from the first Great Preston  Post Mistress, 
Miss Lillian Dyer.

Miss Dyer moved from the Post Office in Bowers Row in 1955 
when the village was demolished.

Miss Dyer is pictured with two assistants outside the Bowers Row  
Post Office at the end of Hill Street

Extract from Pontefract and Castleford Express Nov. 1955
Another whose life has been changed by the passing of the village  
is the former postmistress, Miss Lillian Dyer, now looks back on  
her past in Bowers Row from a modern, streamlined Post Office in  
Great Preston.
Her connection dates only from about 1945, but her father took 
over the the office in 1926 and before him there was a Mr. Cubar. 



The Dyers lived at Woodend, and their business premises were of  
the lock-up type, so they were both “in” and “out” of Bowers.  Yet  
they knew many people. “The older folk felt the move a bit.”  says  
Miss Dyer, “but the houses are much nicer here and they have hot  
and cold water and electricity.”

 Dorothy, Marjorie and Tracy 2013

  A few recollections Marjorie has from over the years.

Marjorie's Memoirs

“I have worked in the Post Office since the the 8th of January  
1964. I took over the responsibility from Miss Dyer. It was a big  
decision at the time had I known I was expecting I perhaps would  
not have taken it.

The outside of the houses on the estate look much the same as they  
did then, but some things have changed.



When I first arrived, Great Preston was under the control of 
Tadcaster UDC and they were very strict about tenancies.
 I think you had to have a relative living in the area before you  
could be allocated a house, so everyone knew everyone else,  
especially your neighbours. Most of the menfolk were miners and  
very few of the wives worked.
There were many characters in the village and most of them came  
into the shop. 

Mothers would come in to buy groceries and leave the prams  
outside. I had a baby bouncer for my children hanging in the  
doorway.  Sometimes if  a customer wanted bacon, they would  
have to hold the baby whilst I sliced and wrapped the bacon. 

The Post Office side was very different to what it is today--- no  
computers back then--- . I worked in the old money , LSD, pounds,  
shillings and pence that is. I still have my original books. Family  
allowance for the second child was 8 shillings (40 pence in  
today's money). How times have changed.   

There were good times on the estate. Mr. Charlton had an open  
topped car also organised the annual Rose Queen Festival. My  
daughter Michelle was Queen one year. We were very proud of  
her. 

The annual Kippax Pram Race used to pass the end of St. Aidans.  
Everyone turned out to cheer.

Years ago there was a Warden service for the elderly residents.  
The Warden lived on the estate, calling on people, making sure  
they were well, doing the shopping and running errands , nothing  
was too much trouble.

The Elders was very popular at the time, parties, meals and even  
had a choir. It is still the venue for the 50/50 club.

Unfortunately we do not have a resident Warden any more.



Many things have changed but people still use the shop and Post  
Office services. Supermarkets have made difference to the things I  
stock. I have kept a few items in an OXO tin as a reminder. I don't  
suppose many young people will ever have heard of them:-  
Carters Little Liver Pills, Parkers Blood and Stomach Pills,  
Beechams Pills, Fennings Cooling Powders, Browns Hair Grips  
and PAL razors. Do you remember them?

We have had two unpleasant experiences during my 50years when  
armed robbers attacked but fortunately no one was hurt.

In 2008 there was the threat of closure, which would have been a  
real blow especially for the elderly. Fortunately the threat passed  
and we are still here.

I no longer live above the shop, My son Andrew and his wife  
Tracy live in the flat. I live a short distance away on Berry Lane.

The years have gone by but there are still some of the same  
customers coming in today as there were when I moved in
all those years ago.” Long may it continue.

These are only a few of the memories. I am sure Marjorie could 
write a book on the life and times in the village. She is known and 
loved by everyone and in some ways taken over from the resident 
warden as she cares about the elderly and is always concerned 
about their welfare.  
If you ever feel down and want a chat go to the shop it is still the 
hub of the village and there is always a stock of Midget Gems!.

 

Ian Wallace. Chairman. 01132867991. 
ian.wallace21@btopenworld.com

mailto:ian.wallace21@btopenworld.com


Great and Little Preston Parish Council c1950

Great Preston Junior School c1950


