YOUR PARISH

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE RESIDENTS OF GREAT AND LITTLE PRESTON
OCTOBER 2018;

the end of a long hot summer!

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of ‘Your Parish’, our annual newsletter that keeps you up to date
with everything that has been going on in Great and Little Preston.
This front page shows some images from the Fun Day which took
place in August. We owe the In Bloom volunteers a major debt of
thanks for organising the day which this year saw more activities
and included an ice-cream van and bouncy castle! The event,
only in its second year, seems to grow from strength to strength.
We hope you enjoyed the day.
We have also given some space in this newsletter to the issue of fracking which you have no doubt heard
about. It is a serious issue and the Parish Council will let you know of any significant developments.
We have presented the Parish Council end of year report so you can see for yourself some of the things
we have been doing over the year. There is also an interesting piece about why the pub, The New Inn, is
known by almost everybody as “Doddy’s”.
As always we welcome your comments about this newsletter, and we thank you for your on-going
support. The latter half of the year is always a busy one, and we are making plans for the war memorial
service in November and then of course the Christmas lights switch on in December. I hope to see you at
these community events, details of which will be on noticeboards in the villages, and on social media.
Best wishes, Dave

[David Bath, Chair of Great & Little Preston Parish Council]

Get involved!
www.galppc.org.uk / galppc.info@gmail.com

@GALPPC

Noticeboards around Great & Little Preston

@GLPrestonPC

What is Fracking?
A number of residents have asked about the prospect of Fracking local to our
villages. Fracking is a process used to extract gas from shale rock underground. It
involves drilling vertically into the earth and injecting a mixture of water, sand and
chemicals at high pressure, directed at the rock in order to fracture it and release
the gas inside. This allows access to difficult to reach resources of gas and oil.
Horizontal drilling underground can extend for more than a mile from the fracking
well. Fracking can also be used to extract methane gas from coal beds.
Will fracking affect my village?
Fracking has been banned in several countries, including Scotland, Ireland and France, due to concerns
around public health and the environment. It is in the exploratory phase in the UK, however the
government has already awarded more than 100 licences to companies to pursue exploration activities in
certain areas. These companies are also required to obtain planning permission from local councils however
the government is proposing “permitted development” which would mean that planning permission would
no longer be required before companies construct fracking wells. The government is also planning to make
fracking a “Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project” which means the decision to permit fracking will be
made by the Secretary of State and a Planning Inspector and not local council planning authorities.
Leeds City Council voted for current exploration licences to be withdrawn until environment and health
concerns are addressed. However, as horizontal drilling can extend far beyond the drilling well itself,
fracking sites constructed outside the Leeds City Council catchment area could affect our villages. There are
also many decommissioned coal mines around the area which make surrounding villages such as Great and
Little Preston, Allerton Bywater, Methley, Kippax and Castleford vulnerable in relation to coal bed methane
extraction.
What are the environment and health concerns?
*
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Risk of contamination of ground water around the fracking site and leakage from fracking wells;
Noise pollution from continuous drilling;
Air pollution;
Increased HGV/heavy tanker movements due to water being transported to and from fracking sites;
Disposal of toxic fracking waste into the environment;
Unsightly fracking rigs, wells and drilling equipment;
Nauseating smells;
Earthquakes – in 2011 two earthquakes were reported near fracking sites in Blackpool;
Burning fracked gas and methane leaks will increase climate change;
Exposure to toxic chemicals and the associated health implications.

How is fracking waste disposed of?
Half the water mixture that is pumped into the ground comes back up as waste and has to be disposed of.
The waste product contains toxins including poisonous heavy metals and radioactive isotopes. There are
only 4 licenced sites in Britain to dispose of fracking waste, one of which is located in Leeds. FCC
Environmental is located at Knostrop, near Leeds city centre on the river Aire. The intention is to dilute the
harmful waste so that initially it can be piped through Yorkshire Water’s ordinary sewage treatment however this will not process the harmful toxins and this risks the remaining waste being disposed of into the river
Aire.

Finding out more and doing your bit!
Þ

Þ
Þ

Write to your local MP asking them to oppose the government’s plans to fast track fracking:
Alec Shelbrooke, House of Commons, LONDON, SW1A 0AA,
or email: alec.shelbrooke.mp@parliament.uk
Visit www.frackfreeunited.co.uk for more information and to sign the Frack Free Declaration
Join a local anti-fracking community campaign group. Email Frack Free Leeds for information –
frackfreeleeds@gmail.com

More information about fracking can be found at the following websites:
www.letcommunitiesdecide.org
www.frackfreenorthyorkshire.com
www.frackfreeryedale.org
Why is the New Inn pub called “Doddy’s”?
The original pub was set back from Whitehouse Lane, on the right hand side as
you leave the village. Houses have been built on the site, but it was somewhere
near numbers 58 to 62, Whitehouse Lane. On the opposite side of the road were
allotments and a football field. That area is now the Whitehouse Estate.
The old New Inn was a stone built building run by the landlord named Dodsworth. That is how the pub got
its nickname “Doddy’s”. He was quite a character and very much the ‘boss’ of his pub. He loved his football
and supported the local football team, with many family tales of his antics. He was also President of the
Cricket Club in the village.
In 1934 Clarke’s Breweries built the new, brick built New Inn on its present site with the football field also
moving to the side of the pub. The Dodsworth family moved into the new building and ran the pub as landlord and later as landlady for many years. To the rear of the pub [which is now the car park] there was a
garden and the family kept pigs there.
Uncle Harry was a butcher and he butchered and cured the resulting meats. Alan [Doddy] remembers hams
hanging up to cure in the outbuildings which became the football changing rooms. On one occasion they
reared a pig called “Rufus” which weighed in at a massive 30 stones [approx.]!!
Mr Dodsworth and his wife Gertrude Alice were helped by their son and daughters for a while until Will,
their son, went to war, and moved away. Their daughters were Mary and Madge. Madge married Joe
Dickinson and lived at Station Road until 1955, when they moved into Great Preston. Mary married Bill
Gibson and lived in Swillington. Throughout the war years and after, Madge was the main helper in Doddy’s,
doing a lot of the heavy work as her mother was growing old. She was often referred to as Madge Doddy.
Madge was a well known and much loved character in the village for many years. She used to tell the tale
about setting up the barrels [wooden of course; hand pulled] down in the cellar. She said it was always cool
down there as a spring ran through the cellar. In summer they would drench sacks in the cold water and
drape them over the barrels to keep the beer cool.
Frank, Madge’s eldest son also did his bit to help, while Alan, her youngest son was too young to help but
enjoyed the pub atmosphere and customers. He has many tales of his mis-spent childhood in the pub! It is
still one of his favourite haunts. Gertrude Dodsworth carried on as landlady of the pub for quite a few years
after her husband passed away, with the help of Madge and family. After her death the family members
were offered the chance to continue as landlord or landlady of “Doddy’s”, but declined and the stewardship
was handed on to Mr Jim Crossley. But the name “Doddy’s” has stuck to this day.

Spring Litter Pick April 2018

Here are a few pictures that were taken during the Litter Pick back in April. You may remember that
the original date booked for March had to be postponed due to heavy snowfall over that weekend.
The PC and the In Bloom group attempt to hold around two of these events each year in order to try
and maintain the village. Look out for the next litter pick and perhaps you could come and lend a
hand?
They have always been well-attended, possibly due to the pie and peas refreshments afterwards in the
Village Hall! There is a raffle and a prize for the most unusual piece found! This year an electronic
tracking device was declared the winner! Close second were 2 Flymo grass mowers!
Thanks to all those who took part back in April, and also to Leeds City Council who again provided
grabbers and high-vis jackets, and ensured an immediate collection service on the day.

Considerate parking
One of the complaints that the PC receives on a regular basis is in relation to
the parking of vehicles on pavements. Whilst this may help to keep the
roads clear, please be aware that parking your vehicle on a pavement is
potentially dangerous, as pedestrians may need to step into the road. It can
also be difficult for wheelchairs / mobility aids and pushchairs to use the
footpaths. The PC asks for more considerate parking for the benefit of all in
our community. Thank you.

CHAIR’S REPORT 2017—2018
Village Hall
The Hall is now very successful thanks to the continued effort and hard work of the
Management Committee. The Hall is the focal point for public meetings and is used for
Local Elections and General Election purposes. The Hall is also hired out and used by a
variety of groups and for private functions. The revenue from these helps towards the
maintenance of the building.
If anyone would like further information about the Committee, or would like to hire the
Hall, please contact the Bookings Clerk. Gwenne Cooke 0113 2862399.
Essential Maintenance
As you will probably have noticed we have had high maintenance carried out on
the Hall to the Bell Tower, Porch Roof, Main Roof South East corner Coping
Stones, Gutters and the removal of vegetation growing from the brickwork. This
work has been carried out following a quinquennial survey and report by David
Moor, Chartered Surveyors, Harrogate. The maintenance was carried out by
Crighton Conservation and Steeplejacks, North Yorkshire.
The Bell Tower height was reduced (in agreement with the Church of England
Commissioners Office) due to structural defects identified at the quinquennial
survey. This work is part of an ongoing planned maintenance programme for the
building to be arranged as funding allows. This first phase has cost the PC over
£12K. We hope that you all agree that this first phase has given the building a
much needed face lift.
Parish Precept
As you all will be aware the PC requested an increase in the Parish Precept in order to give ourselves
more working capital for projects in the villages, the main one being the Village Hall which will cost in the
region of £100K to bring the building back into a good state of repair.
Broadband
The PC have continued to work hard behind the scenes with both Virgin and BT. To this end as we all
know we now have Virgin Fibre in the village and the additional pressure this put on BT has forced BT to
bring cab 19, at the end of Ramsden Street, in to full use giving improved speeds of up to 30 MG. Virgin
are still working on the Fibre network in Little Preston, it is hoped that it will be up and running by the
end of the second Quarter.
Site Allocations (Proposed New Housing Development to the North of St. Aiden’s Estate HG2-131
(3100B)
There is no change from last year and it appears to have gone quiet. This proposal is a very contentious
issue and the majority of the residents on the estate truly believe that “Access/Egress” would be a major
problem leading to more highway problems in the village. The PC will continue to monitor the situation.
Proposed Traveller Site in Hollinhurst
The PC and local residents have lobbied LCC and as a result the Planning application was turned down.
There has been an appeal lodged which was to be heard in Bristol but has now been changed to Leeds
and was heard in April 2018. The appeal status is currently unknown.

Litter-pick
The litter pick on Sunday 18th March was cancelled due to the snow and re-arranged to 29th April, and
there is a report of the day detailed within this newsletter.
Fly-tipping/littering
To report fly-tipping please call Leeds City Council on 0113 222 4406 or use one of the websites as below:
www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Environmental-health.aspx or www.fixmystreet.com. We should all
continue to be vigilant in an attempt to stop this activity from spoiling our village.
Dog-fouling
Although not perceived as a huge problem in the village, there remains a minority of dog owners who fail
to clean up after their pets. Bins are provided at both entrances of the Wildflower Meadow. Councillor
Bentley is arranging to meet up with LCC personnel to consider a Dog Watch scheme and any other
potential measures.
Wildflower Meadow Upkeep
The PC secured funding from Tesco Bags and LCC to improve the
entrance to the wildflower meadow from the Whitehouse estate
entrance. New gates, fencing and path/road surface repairs have
been completed. Groundwork Pride carried out the work. We have
also agreed with Charles Hurst the local farmer to cut the meadow
grass and hedges twice each year along with the Parish field off
Preston Lane. The latter has a designated path cut in the grass to
make a circular walk and also connects Preston Lane to Prince Street.
Preston Lane (School Parking)
After constant lobbying by the PC we now have the Double Yellow lined parking restrictions from the
Preston Lane/Woodlane Junction to the Brigshaw Lane junction. These restrictions have made a
tremendous difference to the traffic flow and general safety on this stretch of road. We still have some
parents parking to drop off and ignoring the restrictions, this has been taken up with LCC Highways who
will monitor and deal with any issues.
St Aidan’s Country Park (Transfer of Control)
The Country Park was taken over by the RSPB and formally
opened on 17th April 2017. A new tarmac surfaced car park has
been prepared, laid, white lined and is now completed and in
use. There is a charge of £3.00 to use this car park which does
close overnight; so don’t get locked in! We are still in discussion
with LCC regarding the parking in Astley Lane, there is a stretch
200 metres long (from the entrance to the North) that could
easily be made into parking for dog walkers and the like.
The RSPB have contractors doing ground works to prevent foxes entering the wetland area during the
breeding season, this work in places has destroyed some of the pathways to such a degree that they are
not walkable anymore. The majority of the country park falls within the PC boundaries therefore we do
keep a keen interest on any work being carried out.

Great and Little Preston in Bloom
The in bloom committee and helpers continue to do splendid work
around the village, they have recently planted 150 new trees around
the woodland areas. Thanks to all concerned in making our Village a
great place to live. There is some information below about how you
could help this fabulous group.
Internet
Thanks to Alistair who maintains the website. You may also have discovered our social media accounts;
we now have 75 Twitter and 150+ Facebook followers and are gaining more followers every month.
IN BLOOM UPDATE
It has been another busy year for the
Great & Little Preston In Bloom group
with most of our efforts focussed on
larger scale projects including the
landscaping and maintenance of Preston Corner, developing the Meadow Wood Walk which is now
enjoyed by both local residents and visitors to the village and, with the support of the Parish Council,
continuing the development of the Parish field into a wildflower meadow with the planting of seeds,
installation of notice boards, rustic seating and memorial benches. The In Bloom group has also worked
with the Village Hall Committee to maintain the Village Hall Gardens and revitalise the area around the
war memorial. And of course we have been busy planting the beautiful tubs that can be seen throughout
the village. We are very proud to announce that we have recently been awarded the Silver Gilt Award!
The Great & Little Preston In Bloom group was formed around 20
years ago with a small group of local residents with a shared interest
in improving the local environment and to try to repair some of the
damage resulting from many years of open cast mining in the area.
Over the years the group has grown and there are now around 12
members who regularly meet to plan and implement new projects
and to improve an already lovely village environment. New volunteers
and ideas are always welcome so if you would like to get involved,
even if only to water the tub closest to your house, then please
contact the Chair of the In Bloom group, Steven on 07906 256924 or
sjandefurness@hotmail.com.
The In Bloom group are grateful to Tesco, Sainsbury’s and Haribo who all donated prizes for the Summer
Fun Day. Thanks to everyone who helped to organise and run the day.

CRIME PREVENTI
WITH PC JIM

ON

Sadly, we do see crime within Great and Little Preston. Our resident Police Officer PC
Jim gives his top tips in making a difference in keeping your home safe from burglary:
· Lock your doors and windows every time you leave the house, even when you're just
out in the garden;
· Hide all keys, including car keys, out of sight and away from the letterbox;
· Install a visual burglar alarm;
· Install good outside lighting;
· Keep ladders and tools stored away; don't leave them outside where they could be
used to break into your home
· Leave radios or lights in your house on a timer to make the property appear occupied
· Make sure the fences around your garden are in good condition

One Hundred Years young!
Congratulations, and a very happy 100th birthday, to Lucy Lunn,
pictured here celebrating her birthday this Summer.

GET INVOLVED WITH THE PARISH COUNCIL
There are different ways that you can get involved with your local community and help
make a difference to your parish. What could you help to achieve this year?
OUT AND ABOUT
Members of the parish are welcome to attend the Parish Council Meetings which are held in the Elders Community
Centre, St. Aidan’s estate (opposite the cricket ground). They are usually held on the last Wednesday of each
month (excluding August and December) at 6:30pm. Check the website for latest information.
At the beginning of each meeting, there is a 15-minute open session for the Parishioners to speak and raise their
concerns/opinions.
ONLINE
Keep up-to-date with what’s going on in your local community, share your ideas of making our community a better
place to live, or ask questions of the Parish Council by logging onto the following: www.galppc.org.uk.
Or follow us on Twitter and/or Facebook. Over this last year these have been getting more popular and we now
have over 150 followers on Facebook and over 70 followers on Twiitter!
NEWSLETTER
We hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter. We want to be able to produce other
newsletters in the future. What would you like to see in next one? Get in touch and let us
know! Also, if you would like to get involved in sponsoring parish activities, such as the
Christmas lights, please get in touch. We would also like to send out newsletters by email in
the future, if you would like this please let us know.
HISTORY
We’d like to create a book of memories of Great and Little Preston, which could include old pictures and stories of
our wonderful villages. If you have any old photos of the parish that you would like to share, or any stories of how
we used to live, please let us know. We could include them in our next newsletter and our website, and if there is
enough interest we could look at producing a book.
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