YOUR PARISH

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE RESIDENTS OF GREAT AND LITTLE PRESTON
Issue 1: January 2017 - A BRAND NEW YEAR, A BRAND NEW PARISH NEWSLETTER

I’m delighted to welcome you to our brand new parish newsletter, which I hope you find both useful and
interesting. It has been quite some time since the Parish Council last produced a newsletter, so we would
appreciate any feedback you could give us on it.
2016 was a great year for us. In November the Parish Council received the brilliant news that we secured 2nd place
in the local Tesco Bags of Help initiative. This means that we have been awarded a £10,000 grant to improve the
access to the Wildflower Meadow. Thank you to everyone who supported us, and keep an eye out for
developments in the new year!
This year we also launched our Twitter and Facebook page so that people can keep up to date with what’s going
on in your parish. We also have a website—www.galppc.org.uk– have a look and let us know what you think!
We wanted to give residents an idea about some of the community projects that go on in both Great and Little
Preston, so we have included some in this newsletter. We are sure that there will be many more, and we would
like to make the next newsletter bigger and better to include details of other local projects.
Finally, I don't know about you, but I have lost count of the number of people I meet who tell me that Great and
Little Preston is a beautiful part of the world. I think sometimes I take for granted how lucky I am to live here!
There are lots of ways you can help get involved with your local community to ensure it remains a ‘Great Little
place to be!’ So get in touch and see what you can offer! Why not make it your New Year’s Resolution?
On behalf of myself and the other Parish Council members may I wish you and your family a happy and peaceful
new year. Good wishes,

David

(Chair of Great & Little Preston Parish Council)

Get involved!
www.galppc.org.uk / galppc.info@gmail.com

@GALPPC

Noticeboards around Great & Little Preston

@GLPrestonPC

WILDFLOWER MEADOW—SUCCESS!
In November the Parish Council received the great news that we had
achieved 2nd place in the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ scheme, which means that
the parish will receive £10,000 for improvements to your Wildflower
Meadow! Thank you to all who voted for us in local Tesco stores.
The Wildflower Meadow was established in Great Preston in 2014 with
three access points—but two of the points were not improved nor brought
up to standard; fencing has fallen away and it is over-grown. Access is not
possible for pushchairs/wheels chairs as there is an old wooden stile, and
the walk into the wood is very poor underfoot, needing extensive
re-surfacing. Improvements are needed to improve access in one area
where bad flooding occurs, requiring a new, raised walkway. Overall the
current state is preventing residents and those from further-afield enjoying
the fantastic Wildflower Meadow and also the footpath to the village hall
and beyond.
Watch out for the new developments in the new year!

GREAT PRESTON CRICKET CLUB
Great Preston Cricket Club are once again competing in the
All Rounder Cricket Bradford Premier League in 2017. The
season starts in April but winter senior nets take place at
Brigshaw High School on Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm
starting from 8th February. We’re always keen to attract
new members so if anyone fancies the opportunity of
joining the club then please contact 1st XI Captain Ian
Newton on 07812 008 843 or 2nd XI Captain Andy Clark on
07400 985 192.
As well as the seniors, the club has embarked on a project to bring junior cricket back to the village and
we will once again be running three teams at U9, U11 and U13 in the Wetherby Junior Cricket League in
2017. Winter training for these teams has also been booked at Brigshaw High School on Wednesday
evenings at 6:30pm starting on 8th March. These sessions will be advertised on social media nearer the
time but if anyone has any questions or would like to discuss anything then please contact Danny
Harwood on 07342 052 013.
We are just about to launch a “big raffle” that will be drawn prior to the season with loads of fantastic
prizes. If anyone would like to get hold of any tickets then please contact fundraising co-ordinator Rich
Young on 07754 581 662. We are also looking to host various social events through the year and details
are always advertised on the Cricket Club and the Sports & Social Club Facebook accounts so please
make friends with both. Furthermore, we also have various affordable sponsorship opportunities that
offer excellent coverage on match days as well as widespread exposure via all our social media outlets.
Our Sponsorship co-ordinator Richard White can be reached on 07758 419 021 if anyone is interested in
finding out more.
Regards,
Danny (07342 052013)

2016 was another successful year for the In Bloom team. We secured another Silver gilt award in the
Yorkshire in Bloom competition. We were congratulated on our environmental awareness and the
judges particularly liked the new paths around the Village which link the Hall up to the Wildflower
Meadow and the St. Aidan's lakes.
The appearance of both Villages is improving year upon year which is down to the
hard work of the volunteers.
We are desperate for new members as we have some great ideas which we would like
to do to enhance both Great and Little Preston.
If you can spare a few hours each year or if you can just water the tub in front of your
house or lend a hand on an adhoc basis, please can you e-mail me at sjandefurness@hotmail.com
or telephone me on 07906256924
Let's work together and make our Villages an even better place to live!

The Preston Players are an independent wind ensemble which officially
formed on 9th September 2010. Following Leeds City Council’s decision in the
summer of 2010 to close the Brigshaw music centre, our then Principal and
Conductor, Jill Hirst, aided by the drive and desire of various band members,
decided to reform the group without any external support.
Jill is sadly no longer with us having lost a hard fought battle against cancer in 2014 but the band continues under the direction of Jill’s daughter Amy.
Being a self funding group with overheads to cover such as hall rental and musical scores to purchase, the
band have performed complementary concerts with raffle tickets and refreshments on sale, and played
Christmas carols in shop entrances to raise money each year. We have shared all funds received thus far
with various cancer charities being the beneficiaries of our audiences’ generosity. This year we would like
to support local charity, The Wilf Ward Family Trust based in Swillington.
We rehearse every Thursday (in term time) at 7.30pm in Great Preston’s Village Hall, and instruments
comprise of saxophone, clarinet, cornet, trombone, trumpet, flute, drums and bass guitar. Our musicians
come from varying backgrounds with ages ranging from 20s to 70 plus. Our music ranges from Disney
and Musical Theatre to Swing.
We all enjoy playing music together but we are always on the lookout for new players
to join us. If you used to play an instrument at school and would love to take it up
again or have learnt to play an instrument as an adult, why not come along and see if
you would like to join us? We will make you feel very welcome.

CONVERSATIONS AT THE BUS STOP!
I fell into conversation with a couple whilst waiting for the 168 bus, a little conversation
does help with the wait as the bus arrival can vary. I asked where the two of them lived
and was told Little Preston by the husband. I said whereabouts and he replied in The Grove
and my wife was the first baby to be born there. This was fascinating stuff and I would have
liked to have heard more as I thought it might make a good story for the parish newsletter.
Just at that moment, the bus arrived, on time. I took their name and address and said I
would contact them when I came back from holiday. Here is their story…..
My name is Annie and I was born in The Grove on the 26th May 1939. My husband Peter
says I started the War! My parents had 8 children, I was the third one. They had not been living there long
as the houses had only been built in 1938, so I was the first baby girl to be born in The Grove. As our family
increased with more and more children, our house and the road outside became our playground, safe from
through traffic and very few cars.
We were outside all day, all the children in the street playing together. If we did fall out we soon made it
up, and I can still remember names, there was Leo, Brian and Michael; Jean and Gordon; and later, two
older girls Pat and Doreen. The Grove children went to Swillington School. The year I left in July 1954, the
school closed, Peter says that was also down to me. Most of the children from the old school had to go to
Parlington until the new school was built.
I went to work at Matthias Robinson in Leeds in the Millinery Department training to be a Millinery Buyer. I
was so thrilled to be working in such a lovely place. How I got in there was down to my Mother, she had
moved from Lewis’s kitchen across to Matthias and talked to staff about me wanting a job. Someone told
her about the vacancy and I interviewed and got the job. I stayed there for thirteen years until Debenhams
bought the store and then everything changed, as did the styles. They were not exclusive any longer and
the store lost all it’s character.
Peter and I were married in May 1966 in Swillington Chapel. We met at a cricket match and things
progressed from there. Peter has played both cricket and bowls for Swillington. We bought our house on
The Grove, just up the road from where we are now. We only have one child, Paul, it was a struggle to
bring him into the world, I had to spend 13 weeks in hospital. He is married now and lives in Dubai with his
wife. They have a beautiful little daughter, who is two and a half. The family come to see us regularly,
three times this year, and there is always the internet to keep in touch.
I had several jobs since leaving Debenhams, but the two I loved most were working as Receptionist for two
of the local doctors, Dr Chowhury in Swillington for 8 years and for Dr Pierechod in Allerton Bywater for 4
years. I knew so many of the patients who came through the doors, friends, acquaintances and even some
of the people I had been to school with, so there was always a point of contact.
The Grove has been my home for all of my life. There have of course been some changes; more cars but
many of the same family members. As my parents’ neighbours died, they left their houses to their children,
the friends I grew up with. They in turn have done much the same thing. There has been no new building
here, so when new people have moved into their houses, they have all become part of a
community; we all look out for each other and everyone feels safe, in as much as
possible, in a secure environment. I love our house. There are so many memories. I can
sit and look through my window and see Swillington Church Tower and Kippax Church
from my garden. We could see Garforth Church at one time, but there has been too
much building, but we still have the fields at the back of the house.
Seventy-seven years in the same street. I would not wish to change a thing!

NEIGHBOURHOOD ELDERS TEAM
The Neighbourhood Elders Team is a local voluntary
organisation working with and for older people and their
carers living in the East Leeds Villages, including Great
and Little Preston.
The support we offer comes in many forms and includes
lunch clubs in many locations each week, such as Dover
Street, St Benedict’s & Halliday Court in Garforth, Crosshills Court in Kippax but also in Allerton Bywater,
Great Preston, Micklefield and Swillington.
We also have several weekly events at Dover Street in Garforth where people are welcomed to a coffee
morning, chair Yoga, chair Pilates, Wii Fit, Ping Pong, a cinema club & sing a-long sessions. We also offer
support for both carers and those with memory problems and strokes. For the more active we have walking
groups and days out each month.
Away from Dover Street we hold group meetings in the surrounding villages with groups of friendly locals
always willing to welcome new faces.
For those unable to attend we have telephone befrienders who contact people who are housebound and
specially trained volunteers will visit regularly some of the most vulnerable in our communities.
The professional staff at NET are happy to offer advice on benefits, entitlements and services for older
people, referring to other agencies where necessary, always with a friendly, supportive and sympathetic
ear.
New members are always welcomed and we look forward to hearing from anyone who would like more
information about our services. Additionally we appreciate anyone who would like to volunteer to give
support to any of our groups. Please contact us for more information, Tel: 0113 2874784.

BABY SENSORY CLASSES
Welcome to our magical world of sensory learning, wonder, exploration, and extraordinary delights!
Designed to stimulate, educate and provide precious memories during the all-important first year of life,
the programme has won multiple awards both nationally and internationally since 2008 .
Classes in Great Preston Village Hall (Wednesday) 10-11am 6-13 months;
11.20-12.20pm 0-6 months.
Classes run throughout the year (and through school holidays) and are £6.50 per
session payable in advance prior to the term starting.
http://www.babysensory.com/en/ClassDetails/east-leeds
For further information about this venue or Colton and Monk Fryston please
contact Jayne.
Eastleeds@babysensory.co.uk / 07725178559.

GREAT PRESTON VILLAGE HALL
The Great Preston Village Hall is available to hire for hosting events throughout
the year. Facilities available: kitchen, tables and chairs. It is suitable for: children’s
parties and christenings etc. The cost is £12 per hour.
We hold events in the hall regularly throughout the year, so please get in touch to
check out availability. Please contact the parish council if you are interested in
finding out more.

GET INVOLVED WITH THE PARISH COUNCIL
There are different ways that you can get involved with your local community and
help make a difference to your parish. What could you help to achieve in 2017?
OUT AND ABOUT
Members of the parish are welcome to attend the Parish Council Meetings which are held in the Elders
Community Centre, St. Aidan’s estate (opposite the cricket ground). They are usually held on the last
Wednesday of each month (excluding August and December) at 6:30pm. Check the website for latest
information.
At the beginning of each meeting, there is a 10-minute open session for Parishioners to speak.
ONLINE
Keep up-to-date with what’s going on in your local community, share your ideas of making our
community a better place to live, or ask questions of the Parish Council by logging onto the following:
www.galppc.org.uk. Or follow us on Twitter and/or Facebook, and keep an eye out for local notices on
the noticeboards.
NEWSLETTER
We hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter. We want to be able to produce other newsletters in
the future. What would you like to see in next one? Get in touch and let us know! Also, if you would like
to get involved in sponsoring parish activities, such as the Christmas lights, please get in touch.
HISTORY
We’d like to create a book of memories of Great and Little Preston, which could include old pictures and
stories of our wonderful villages. If you have any old photos of the parish that you would like to share, or
any stories of how we used to live, please let us know. We could include them in our next newsletter and
our website, and if there is enough interest we could look at producing a book.
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